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OUTDOOR GAMES 

GAMES IN THE SNOW. 

SNOWBALLS. 

The best way to play snowballs is to form sides, draw a couple of lines across the play-
ground ten yards apart, marking out the neutral ground, into which no combatant may 
enter, prepare as many snowballs as you like, and then fight it out with fair throwing.  

This is a much better plan than mere desultory throwing, which after a time nearly always 
degenerates into rubbing snow into each other's faces and necks, and so to bullying and 
quarrelling.  

SNOW CASTLE. 

Additional zest may be given to snowballing by constructing a castle or fort of snow, and 
the players dividing into attacking and, defending parties. The walls must be made very 
solid, and considerably thicker at the base than the top; if the fort is of any height, five or 
six feet will not be too thick for the base of the wall.  

In constructing this fort, the first thing is to select the site; the commanding engineer – it is 
always well to put the whole management, in this and similar cases, under the undivided 
control of one individual, who shall be responsible for the results – must look about him 
not only for the most suitable place, strategically, for his fort, but for the, place where his 
materials will be most ready to hand. If possible, he should choose an angle of the play-
ground wall, as this narrows the front upon which he can be attacked, and at the same 
time diminishes the amount of material required, which latter is a very important item in 
the account, for no one who has not tried has the least idea of the enormous mass of 
snow required to build even the most unpretending snow castle. Having selected his 
ground, and got together his party of labourers, armed with spades and other requisites – 
a wheelbarrow or two will be found very useful – the engineer must set some to clear the 
ground ready for his foundation, while others employ themselves in rolling up vast 
snowballs in different parts of the play-ground.               (page 37) 

As soon as one of these snowballs attains to a diameter of about a yard it must be 
brought up to the place prepared for it, and there squared off with spades into a tolerably 
accurate cube; another is then placed alongside it, and then another, until the whole line 
of wall is complete; the interstices are then filled up with loose snow well rammed down. 
This being thoroughly compacted, a fresh line is made a foot or more inside the first, and 
the vacancy filled with loose snow trodden in. In this way a good solid foundation is 
obtained and about two feet of wall raised. By proceeding in the same way the wall may 
be raised to any requisite height. If the snow is deficient in binding power, or indeed under 
any circumstances, a few sticks planted along at intervals will prove of great service in 
binding the several layers of the wall together.  

The walls being thus raised to the desired height, which should be at least five feet, but 
better six, all, is done so far as defence is concerned; but the defenders not only require to 
be protected from the fire of the enemy, but must be enabled to reply effectively to it. For 
this purpose a good solid ledge or platform must be constructed inside, of sufficient height 
to allow the besieged the full use of their arms in throwing-that is, when standing on it the 
outer wall should be about breast-high. 

Of course the means of ingress and egress must not be forgotten. A narrow doorway 
should be cut, with the sill about four feet from the ground; and this during the siege must 
be barricaded in any rough-and-ready way that may prove most effective. 
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Everything being thus solidly constructed – by the way, a bucket or two of water thrown 
over the whole, just before leaving it for the night, will have a wonderful effect in 
compacting it all together – the players divide into two              (Page 38) 

parties under separate leaders, the smaller party to defend, the larger to attack the 
stronghold, and forthwith commence their preparations, which, especially on the part of 
the besieged, should be rather extensive. 

The besieged gather together into the fort a great mass of snow as raw material, and pile 
up many score of snowballs as service ammunition, while the besiegers are equally busy 
outside piling up heaps of snow and snowballs, many and frequent, in a great circle round 
the walls.  

At last the signal is given: the defenders retreat into the fort and barricade the entrance, 
the flag is mounted on the walls under a royal salute of all arms, three cheers, and hard to 
work they go, hammer and tongs.  

The captain of the besieged will, if he is wise, remind his troops that with them ammunition 
is. limited, whereas their opponents have an inexhaustible supply to fall back upon, and 
that nothing but a sortie, always a most dangerous expedient, can give them the means of 
replenishing their stock when once exhausted, and consequently that they must 
economize in every way, and make every shot tell.  

The besiegers, on the other hand, will follow exactly the opposite tactics, and, being under 
no apprehension of failing ammunition, will ply their opponents to the full extent of their 
powers, leaving them no rest and no relief -from the storm of missiles.  

If the attacking party be large, numbering say forty or fifty, the captain should work them 
like skirmishers, one party firing while the others are loading. A boy of any ability will find 
plenty of room, as captain, to exercise his abilities in devising plans for offence or 
defence.  

A good heavy vertical fire will often be found very effective. A party, armed with huge 
snowballs six inches or so in diameter, advance in open order under cover of a well-
sustained fire, and pitch them in a volley or in rapid succession well up into the air, so as 
to fall almost perpendicularly within the fortification. These shells are dreadfully annoying: 
one or two are of no use, but half a dozen or so at a time coming tumbling in, compel the 
unfortunates within to give up everything else and bestow almost their whole time and 
attention to watching and avoiding them. Woe betide the unfortunate who, trusting to the 
walls and dreaming not of shell practice, shall be stooping down working up snowballs, if 
one of them comes – thump! – on the nape of his neck: go down he must; and what with 
the explosion of the shell, the consequent thorough saturation of his head and shoulders 
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with snow and the sudden blow, he may be considered fairly hors de combat for some 
time – at least, his snowball manufactory will be not a little interrupted.  

Many more artifices and inventions might be mentioned, but enough has been said to put 
a boy of ordinary intelligence in the way of making the best use of his opportunities in this 
line.  

One thing we must protest against – that is the cruel practice of compelling the little boys 
to make the snowballs while the big ones throw them. Snow-balling is very pretty work for 
those who get the exercise; but the utter misery of standing still, working up with bare 
hands the bitter cold snow, with all the blood freezing in one's veins, and no hope of 
warming it-that indeed none but those who have experienced it as little boys can 
understand. Little boys ought to be made to serve their seniors; it is good for them that 
they should; but the seniors ought also to have kind consideration for the little fellows over 
whom they hold a rule so despotic, and in a large measure so irresponsible.       (Page 39) 

SNOW GIANT. 

This is an amusement very inferior to the above; almost the whole fun lies in the 
construction of the giant. Once made, there is very little to be done with him but to shy at 
him and knock him to pieces again, a process that has always a certain attraction, but can 
hardly compare with the invigorating dash of the attack on a snow fort. The perfect 
passiveness and helplessness of the giant takes away more than half the pleasure of 
attacking him; the snow fort would be nothing without its defenders.  

The first process in this, as in all large constructions in snow, is to roll up large snowballs; 
two large ones are wanted for the body, and one of lesser dimensions for the head. The 
site, if the giant be intended to be at all permanent, should be on rising ground, not in a 
hollow, or it will be in a pool of water when the thaw comes, and will disappear twice as 
rapidly as it otherwise would. Having selected a suitable site, one of the great snowballs 
must be rolled thither, and firmly set in its place by mounding up and ramming the snow all 
round it, and the top flattened off to receive No. 2. Now comes the difficulty how to lift No. 
2 into its place. A hand-barrow, shutter, or hurdle are the best things, but if none of these 
be available, a very effectual substitute may be extemporized out of a few stout sticks 
lashed crosswise. Snowball No. 2 must, of course, be flattened at one side to fit No. 1, 
and the cohesion of the two will be greatly promoted by sprinkling a little water over the 
surfaces before bringing them into contact.  

No. 2 thoroughly and rightly settled into its place, No. 3 must be set up in like manner, and 
the block now stands ready for the sculptor. The elaboration of detail must, of course, 
depend upon the genius of the carver; but the nature of the material will entirely baffle any 
attempt at boldness of execution, and the best that can be done is a massive indication of 
the features and limbs – a style of sculpture, in fact, closely resembling the gigantic 
Egyptian figures in the Crystal Palace.  

The most satisfactory tool to work with is a pointed mason's trowel: with this the whole of 
the carving, however elaborate, may be done. If a trowel be not obtainable, a very good, 
substitute may be made with a piece of thin board. Cut it into the shape required, leaving 
a good strong handle, sharpen off the edges, and there is as good a tool as any one could 
desire for the work. By the way, it is quite useless to attempt to stick limbs or features on-
they must all be cut out of the solid mass.  

Your snow giant complete, the more eccentric the accessories with which you can provide 
him the better, such as a shocking bad hat, a long pipe, a besom for a sceptre, or, best of 
all, a good big dilapidated umbrella; and having got him you may do what you like with him 
but decidedly the very worst use you can put him to is to knock him to pieces.  

COASTING OR SLEDGING. 

This is a grand sport, and may be played. on almost any hill-side after a good fall of snow. 
In England it has as yet attained to no higher rank than one more among our many boys' 
games; but abroad, where the winter is both more prolonged and more severe than with 
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us, this game is, under various names, one of the most popular recreations for all classes 
and all ages.                  (Pages 40) 

 

Coasting is simply sledging without horses. The sledges are taken to the top of a hill, and 
allowed to slide down, the force of gravitation doing the work that horses are required to 
do on the level.  

For all the purposes of the game the sledges may be of the most simple description: a 
plain piece of board, so it be large enough to accommodate its rider, will serve its turn at a 
pinch, if nothing better be procurable. With us in England it is seldom worth while in any 
given winter to provide an elaborate sledge, and this, perhaps, has militated against the 
more extended introduction of the game amongst us, but a very serviceable one may be 
made for a few pence from the lid of an old packing-case.  

Get the blacksmith to make you a couple of good strong angle-irons, with an angle of 
about 450, and the limbs about four and eight inches in  length respectively, with a suitable 
allowance of screw-holes. Screw the longer limbs of these firmly to one end of your board, 
about four inches from either side, leaving the shorter limbs projecting in front. To these 
projecting limbs screw a piece of two-inch board – elm is perhaps the best – in length 
equal to the width of your sledge, and in breadth about five inches; the lower and inner 
edge, where it meets the floor of the sledge, must be bevelled off to fit it accurately, or at 
least fairly so; and the outer edge, which will now project some way below the level of the 
floor, must be rounded off in a gradual curve; and the sledge is complete, ready for 
service. The object of this raised footboard is to lift the sledge over obstacles into which, if 
not thus defended, it would cut its way, and so be brought up standing.  

If the expense can be undertaken, it is well to defend the forefoot of the sledge where it 
begins to curve up with a piece of thin iron securely fastened along, and bent to the 
requisite curve; or in default of this, a few pieces of hoop-iron, nailed lengthwise at short 
distances, will add much to the life of                (page 41) 

the construction: in extreme cases they might be carried the whole length of the floor, an 
expedient which would not only materially increase the strength and endurance of the 
sledge, but also considerably improve its speed. A sledge very similar to the one above 
described is much used by the boys at Marlborough in Wiltshire. 

No definite code of rules or instructions can be laid down for the game. A party of boys, 
each provided with a sledge, with a good hill-side and plenty of snow, will soon work out 
plenty of amusement in sliding down. 

The most ordinary way is to go down sitting, feet first, the feet resting on the footboard, 
the steering being effected by means of a stout stick; and the novice at the sport should 
acquire some experience in this way before he attempts any of the higher flights. 
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The more experienced players not only race their sledges one against another but also 
contend who shall eclipse the other in devising eccentric methods of making the course – 
head foremost, on the back kneeling, and the like. Some of the bolder and more 
adventurous spirits will now and then attempt some such feat as making the course 
standing, or even go so far as to try to make it on their heads; but in either case the result 
is pretty sure to be the same: after a few yards the sledge gathers velocity, and shoots 
hopelessly from under the would-be acrobat.  

Sometimes the sledges are made large enough to accommodate two or more, but 
perhaps most fun is to be got out of the single ones, though for racing purposes the long 
sledges beat the short ones hollow.  

If there be plenty of snow, very little danger is to be apprehended from falls and similar 
mischances. In case of an upset, the chief source of danger lies in the too rapid 
succession of sledges, unless under experienced guidance: the mere upset is scarcely 
likely to be anything but a cause of laughter even to the victim himself; but another sledge 
coming thundering down upon him while he lies sprawling in the track might chance to 
prove exceedingly disagreeable. There is, however, little chance of this with the exercise 
of even ordinary care, and under any circumstances the casualties of a whole week's 
coasting are scarcely likely to approach, either in number or severity, the average of an 
ordinary football match.  

A hill-side with a good number of coasters in full swing is a very animated sight: the rapid 
succession of sledges with their excited occupants dashing down the hill, and the long line 
of “returns” toiling up with their sledges behind them, together form a picture which for 
interest might compare with even our most popular pastimes.            (Page 42) 

 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

SLIDING. 

 

The only remark that need be made about sliding is that the feet should always be kept 
close together and parallel with the line of the slide. The sideways sliding adopted by 
many boys is altogether wrong, and is sure to lead to a nasty fall some time or other. 

Accustom yourself to put your weight on each foot alternately, so as to be able to lift the 
other off the slide, and with the off foot give a double stamp on the ice. This is called the 
“postman's knock.” Keep the arms close to the body, and, as in skating, if you find yourself 
likely to fall, slip down and roll aside, so as to be out of the way of those who are following 
you.                   (Page 376) 

 


